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Mary, Joseph and Jesus were Refugees too:  
A Call to be Innkeepers!  By Rev. Kyle Wagner 

 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” Matthew 2:13 
 
It seems this year more than any other the world requires 
the Season of Advent and the joy of Christmas.  Or do we 
feel this way year after year?  I’m not sure, yet I love the 
theme of Advent:  Hope, Peace, Love and Joy!  If we look 
back at this past year we recognize a world in need of 
deep prayer.  Fighting in the Middle East and Africa 
continues, ISIS seems to be taking over the lives of many, 
and of course the recent Terrorist attacks in Paris, remind 
us that evil still lurks in broad daylight.  Pressing for 
Canadians is the current refugee crisis in Syria, and our 
role in welcoming 25,000 new Canadians to our home 
and native land.  It seems that this influx of human  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
beings is causing division amongst us.  Should we take in 
new people, given our own economic situation?  Is there 
not the threat of terrorism?  I don’t have the complicated 
answers to these queries, but I do identify with what the 
Gospel says:  Mary, Joseph and Jesus were refugees.  They 
fled because of persecution, and they found refuge in a 
lowly stable in Bethlehem.   
 
As we experience advent, let us be mindful of our world 
which needs our hope.  The heart of Christmas is the 
nativity—a time to celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus 
Christ. This story is not just something that we read.  
Rather, we are invited to be a part of the Christian 
narrative as we strive to offer love to one another.  The 
same love which we have found with the birth of Christ. 
 
We as a people of faith are called to be innkeepers.  We 
are to open our doors to those seeking safety, and we are 
called to pray for our enemies.  We pray that the light of 
Christ may open their hearts and minds to Hope, Peace, 
Joy and Love.  What would happen to our world if our 
generosity extended all throughout the year? At this 
moment we should celebrate the gifts we have, and the 
gift that has been given to us—Jesus Christ.  So let us give 
to others as Jesus gives to us. Let us remember Mary and 
Joseph, and their hard journey.  Let us remember the 
Mary and Josephs of today as they travel to a new land, 
and may we offer support when we are called.   
 
May you and yours have a blessed Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 
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St. Mark’s –Porters Lake 
It’s hard to believe November is here again. We had a 
beautiful fall and this year the colours were magnificent – 
let us give thanks unto the Lord! 
 
It has been a busy three months with all the Church 
organizations starting up again, along with the 
fundraisers, dessert theatre, etc. Our Flea Market and 
Penney Auction were very successful. The Dessert Theatre 
was the major Parish event held this past Friday and 
Saturday nights - what a tremendous success! Many, many 
thanks to all who helped in various ways in all of these 
events. It takes teamwork and we are so lucky to have 
such a dedicated group of parishioners. 
 
Congratulations to Paul Tulk and Mae deBellefeuille for 
leading St. Mark’s in Morning Prayer for one Sunday in 
October and November, respectively - well done, Faithful 
Servants! 
 
Two baptisms were held during the months of September 
and October. Amelia McLennan and Nakota Falle were 
received into God’s Kingdom. 
 
Bible Study for the Parish resumed in September. To-date 
we have collected approximately $385.00 and this money 
will be donated to the Food Bank in time for Christmas. 
We have between 12 and 15 people attending weekly and 
many thanks for your generous donations. We will be 
holding our closing Pot Luck on December 10th and will 
start-up again in January, 2016. 
 
On October 27th, the Altar Guild held a meeting and 
social for the ladies of the Parish of Seaforth. The evening 
began with Rev. Fred Grainger holding a Holy 
Communion service. Other members from the Eastern 
Shore attended as well. The President of the ACW for 

Nova Scotia gave an interesting talk and it was a very 
enjoyable time. 
 
This year, St. Marks are doing the Sock Fundraiser in 
November and will have a Christmas Tree in the vestry of 
the Church for the Food Bank. Please take a tag and any 
donations will certainly be appreciated. 
 
Our Christmas Eve Service will be held at 4:30 and carols 
will begin at 4 p.m. The Sunday School will be presenting 
a short Christmas Pageant at the beginning of the service. 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Sincere sympathy is extended to Paul and Jo-ann Tulk 
and Family on the recent death of his Mother. 
Have a Blessed and Holy Advent. On behalf of the 
congregation of St. Mark’s, Merry Christmas to all! 
 

St. James –Seaforth 
A huge “Thank You” to everyone who in anyway 
supported our Chowder Supper and Oktoberfest musical 
evening. Both events were very successful.  Your support 
is greatly appreciated for these functions. 
 
On September 20th, Edwin Bradford Nieforth was 
baptised at St. James.  Edwin is the son of Jamie & 
Jeanette and grandson of Eleanor Nieforth.  We welcome 
him into our church family. 
 
The Christmas gift tags for the Food Bank are available at 
the back of the church.  Please do what you can to 
support the families finding themselves in need this year.  
The gift cards are to be back by Sunday, December 6th so 
they can be taken to the Food Bank for distribution.  Also 
a reminder that Food Bank Sunday is the first Sunday of 
each month.  Our basket is usually full.   Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
Congratulations to the cast of “The Case of the Missing 
Treasure”.  This year’s Dessert Theatre was a great 
success.  Both nights were sold out.  The ‘actors’ had a lot 
of fun rehearsing and performing.  There has been a lot 
of great feedback from the audience.  We are looking 
forward to the next one!  The Lessons and Carol’s service 
will be at St. James on Sunday, December 20th at 11am. 
 
Christmas Eve service will be at 7pm with Rev. Fred 
Grainger. The Men’s Breakfast will be at St. James on 
January 9th at 9am. 
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St. James is struggling to meet our monthly commitments 
to the Parish.  The last financial report given at our 
November management meeting shows us being in 
arrears of -$3266.83.   
 
As we are approaching the end of this year, we are 
thinking about the coming year.  Early in the New Year 
we will be having our Annual Congregational meeting.  
At that time we will be electing a junior warden, 
treasurer, and management members.  Consider what you 
can contribute to the life of your church. 
 
We hope everyone has a meaningful Advent, a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy and heathy New Year! 
 

St. Augustine’s -Lake Echo 
We had a very successful Spaghetti Supper and Auction 
again this year. There wasn’t a huge crowd, but those who 
attended really enjoyed it. Thanks to all the workers, and 
special thanks to Linda for convening again it for us.   
 
The John Sands concert was held before the writing of 
this Newsletter, but those who were in attendance 
enjoyed it. 
 
Keep Christ in Christmas will be held on December 6th, 
starting at 7:00 p.m. This is sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus. We start at St. Augustine’s Church, walk to 
St. Anne’s Church, then back to St. Augustine’s for 
refreshments. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight. This 
will be held RAIN OR SHINE. If it rains everything will 
be held at St. Augustine’s.  
 
There will be a service of the Hanging of the Greens on 
December 13, at St. Augustine’s. This will be a Parish 
event, and there will be refreshments served after the 
service. 
  
Our Christmas Eve service this year will be held at 9:00 
p.m., with Carols at 8:30. Rev. Grainger will be 
officiating. 
 
Please keep in your prayers Jean Anderson who is 
recovering from a badly broken shoulder. 
 
As we await the birth of our Lord and Saviour, may you 
have a blessed Advent and a very Merry Christmas. 
 
 
 

Christ Church -Lower East 
To begin with, we’d like to extend a huge THANK YOU 
to the many legion members who honored us with their 
presence at our communion service at Christ Church on 
Sunday, November 8th.  Thank you again for sharing 
your morning with us!  
  
"HATS OFF" to the many TALENTED folks throughout 
the parish for putting on an amazing 'Dessert Theatre' 
again this year ...and for selling out for two straight 
nights!  All we can say is WOW!!  Great job everyone!!  
  
We’re happy to report that our recent ‘Memorial Hymn 
Sing' was a huge success.  Special thanks to Linda 
MacPhee & Pam Gilbert for all their hard work in 
putting together this wonderful evening, and to our M.C. 
for the evening, Peter Morgan, and all the readers, 
singers, and everyone who came out in support of this 
very special event. 
  
Christ Church Choir continues to enjoy getting together 
to practice music for all of our special events, including 
our upcoming Christmas Eve service on December 24th 
at 7PM.  We have such a wonderful time singing together 
and sharing our music with you. 
 
We've been very busy preparing and practicing for our 
third annual “Christmas Musical Variety Show” 
scheduled for Sunday evening, Dec. 6th at Christ Church 
beginning at 7PM. Doors open at 6:30pm - $10.00 
admission at the door.  Please come out and let us 
entertain you with some great tunes of the season as well 
as some of our all-around favorites. You might even be 
one of the lucky ones to go home with a gift basket of 
amazing homemade goodies!! 
 
Christ Church is very happy and honored to be hosting 
the '3 of Us and Then Some' Christmas Concert on 
Sunday evening, December 13th in loving memory of our 
dear friend and neighbour Judy Tully.  Proceeds from the 
evening will be divided between Christ Church and St. 
Genevieve’s. 
  
Reminder to folks from all points of the parish and 
surrounding communities that we are collecting 
donations for both the ‘Food Bank’ and the ‘Ark’ and are 
planning on delivering all donations to their destinations 
by the 2nd week of December if possible. If anyone has 
any items they wish to donate, please drop them off at 
Christ Church on Sunday mornings, or call Debbie 
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Doucette 902-827-2438 or Darlene Romo 902-827-2342 
for information on alternate drop-off locations or for 
pick-up.   
 
Note:  Unfortunately our local food bank is unable to 
issue receipts for monetary donations from individuals, 
however if you wish to donate to the food bank through 
the church, we can certainly provide a tax receipt to you 
for the amount. 
 
"ARK" - In order for the shelter to help assist with both 
the physical and nutritional needs of our homeless young 
people who are obviously down on their luck, they are 
asking for donations of warm clothing donations - new or 
used (ex: long johns; hoodies/sweaters; coats; back-packs; 
cotton and wool socks; hats & mitts; boots (especially 
men’s sizes 10-12); blankets, sleeping bags, etc.), as well as 
food donations for the shelter (ex:  peanut butter, pasta & 
sauce, rice, canned soups, canned beans, toilet paper, 
coffee, canned milk, butter, grocery store certificates, 
etc.).  Tim's certificates, dog food, and personal hygiene 
products are always very much appreciated as well.   
 
Christ Church Management Meetings will now take place 
following the 'morning prayer service' each month, usually 
third Sunday.   Next meeting date: January 17, 2016 
10:00am  
 
Thank you to Pam and Denis Gilbert for offering to host 
this year’s Christ Church community Christmas party.  
We’re all looking forward to a fun-filled evening of music, 
food and laughter. Hope you can join us on Dec. 19th at 
the Gilbert’s!   
 
Christ Church Altar Duty:   
Dec./Jan.:               Shirley Anderson and Darlene Romo 
February:               Pam Gilbert 
March:                   Debbie Doucette 
April:                     Cheryl MacLeod 
 -------------------------------------------------------- 
 Sincere and heart-felt get well wishes to Harold Misener 
and to all who may be ill and/or recovering from sickness 
at this time.   
 
Our thoughts go out to anyone in our community as well 
as all others everywhere who may be going through 
difficult times. God Bless You All!   In closing, all of us 
from Christ Church would like to wish everyone a joyous 
and safe Holiday Season…  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

St. Barnabas –Head Chezzetcook 
Hope everyone enjoyed a lovely fall season.  A big Thank 
You to everyone who helped with the Variety Show; the 
workers and those who baked goodies for the auction. A 
special Thank You to Beth McAra-Crawford for the 
excellent job of MC'ing this event. 
 
On Dec. 24 St. Barnabas Church will be opened at 1pm 
for those wishing to place Memorial flowers in the 
church.  Christmas Eve Service will be at 9pm. 
 
St. Barnabas Willing Workers gave $25.00 to the Poppy 
Fund this year. 
 
An enjoyable evening was held with the five guilds at St. 
Marks on Oct. 27th.  Rev. Fred had a Communion 
Service and there were Guest speakers from the ACW of 
Nova Scotia.  A light lunch was served.   Thank you to St. 
Marks for hosting this event.  
 
Our Christmas Ham and Potato Scallop Supper is on 
Nov. 28 from 4-6pm in the Church Hall. There will also 
be draws for a Grocery Hamper, 3 other items, a Door 
Prize and also a Bake Table.  Hope to see you there. 
 
The Willing Workers and Guests will enjoy on Dec. 4th 
at McKay's in Porter's Lake their Christmas Party starting 
at 6:30pm.  If anyone would like to join us please contact 
Phyllis for more information. (902-827-2796) 
 
Watch for the Foodless Food Sale envelopes coming this 
winter.   Your support in this is greatly appreciated. 
 
St. Barnabas Sunday School will close on Dec. 13th and 
resume on Jan.3rd 2016.  If your child would like to 
come and see what we do... contact Phyllis 902-827-2796 
or Dora 902-827-3552.  It is going to be fun and (don't 
tell the children) educational. 
 
In closing we from St. Barnabas wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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A Letter from Council for  
All the Parishioners of the Parish 

 
November 16, 2015     
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
On March 1, 2015 at our Parish Annual General 
Meeting, St. James, Seaforth the following motion was 
voted upon and passed: 
 

“We the Parishioners of the Parish of Seaforth ask the 
Parish Council, with the assistance of the diocese, to 
examine the viability of continuing to operate our existing 
churches in our Parish.”  

 
Members of parish council have interpreted this motion 
positively and believe the intent of the motion is to: 
explore our options as a parish community and seek 
guidance as to where God is leading us in ministry. 
Through discernment we hope to discover if the current 
existing parish structure continues as it currently is, or do 
we explore an alternative model or models. 
 
To date we have worked with the diocese and have held a 
workshop session which allowed people from the parish 
to gather and discuss their individual churches 
experiences and their hopes and dreams for our ministry.  
A meeting was also held with Archdeacon Marilyn 
Newport.  Parish council have also engaged the Rev. Lisa 
Vaughn, who is the Diocesan Parish Vitality Coordinator.  
Pastor Lisa will be working closely with us this coming 
year as we discern our future together as a parish, and will 
be guest preacher at our 2015 Annual General Meeting at 
St. James, Seaforth on February 27th 10:00am.   
 
To date, we have collectively gathered information 
through our various conversations.  However, parish 
council now feels it’s time to collect some hard data—
information that will help us in future decisions.  Parish 
council has struck a committee to harvest this data, which 
includes: attendance records, parish and individual 
church assets, investments, church building conditions, 
and offering contributions (in amounts only).  This 
information will examine the last five years.  Once this 
material is compiled it will be presented to parish council 
and to you the parishioner. 
If we are honest with God’s call to ministry, we can see 
that we will need to make some decisions together.  It is 

our hope that this upcoming report will provide us with 
the tools necessary to make these decisions. 
 
Rod Eastman and Joanne Conrod are the contact persons 
as data gatherers and they may be in touch with you.  If 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
either Rod, or Joanne.   
 
In Christ, Joanne Conrod and Rod Eastman 
Parish Wardens.   
On Behalf of the members of Parish Council    

 

SafeR Church Seminar:  Parish of 
Seaforth Hosts, October 31st 

 
By Eileen Humphries   

Eastern Shore Region, SafeR Church Workshop – held 
Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015 – On this date, fifty people from 
the combined Parishes of the Eastern Shore attended this 
Workshop. Our Regional Dean, Rev. Kyle Wagner 
chaired the meeting and visitors were Peter Flemming, 
Diocesan Controller, and Rev. Walter Beazley, St. 
Andrew’s Cole Harbour.  This Workshop was primarily 
to update Wardens and Treasurer on their roles and 
duties.  Opening remarks reminded us that SafeRChurch 
is a Vision, where we want to be, where people care for 
one another and where all may find healing and 
hope.  SafeRChurch is also a mission: To create, restore, 
build, nourish, and sustain communities of trust and 
trustworthy communities in our parishes and diocese; to 
make our church a SafeRChurch and our churches SafeR 
Churches.  
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Letter to Justin Trudeau from the 
Primate and Bishop Johnson

 

By General Synod Communications on November 4, 2015 
 

Dear Prime Minister: 
 

On behalf of the Anglican Church of Canada (ACC) and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC), we 
extend our heartfelt congratulations to you as our new 
Prime Minister. 
 
You have set a bold vision for our country. The times in 
which we live call for visionary leadership in Canada and 
in the world so that we may build a truly just, healthy and 
peaceful world. 
 
We welcome your approach to governance and your 
commitment to work closely with all levels of government 
on issues such as homelessness, lifting children and 
seniors out of poverty, improving our welcome of 
refugees, and refocusing development assistance to the 
poorest and most vulnerable. Anglicans and Lutherans 
from coast to coast to coast share a deep concern and 
profound hope for justice, peace and the well-being of 
creation. Your invitation to Provincial Premiers and to 
representatives of other political parties to participate in 
the Climate Change Conference in Paris is an important 
sign of the kind of partnership needed to address critical 
issues. 
 
We support your commitment to implementing the 
Truth & Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action. 
We share the goal to build and strengthen relationships 
across Canada—with Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Canadians—grounded in right relationships, compassion 
and justice. 
 
We assure you that week by week, members of our 
churches are praying for you, for all Members of 

Parliament, and for the Government of Canada. May 
your service to this country be a blessing to many, and 
may God guide us in the better future we intend to foster 
together.  Yours in Christ, The Most Rev. Fred J. Hiltz 
Primate, The Anglican Church of Canada The Rev. 
Susan C. Johnson National Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada 
 
 
 

C.S. Lewis: an Anglican Giant 
By Rev. Kyle Wagner 
 
C.S. Lewis has 
forever fostered 
theological discourse 
through narrative.  
The stories of Narnia 
have been told at the 
bedside of children 
for over fifty years.  
Whether he intended 
it or not, Lewis’ 
fiction spills over to 
the area of 
theological thought.   
 
His diaries and his apologetic works are constant best 
sellers to Christians and non-Christians alike.  Yet it has 
been said that Lewis is not a theologian?  This argument 
has been put posited, time and again.  Not only did 
Lewis’ friends consider him merely an English professor, 
but those in the academic circles believed his commentary 
on theology was contrary to his academic abilities or 
license.  The purpose of this article is to examine the 
argument that Lewis was indeed a theologian.  Not only 
will this be claimed, but Lewis’ training as an Anglican, 
and his time spent at Oxford University (the very 
institution that cast him out; only to be picked up by arch 
rival Cambridge), assisted in his growth as an apologist.  
Without Oxford, Lewis may not have made his way, and 
he therefore would not have likely been as successful 
being an English professor of medieval literature.  His 
true gifts were his commentary on theology.   
 
Clive Staples Lewis was determined to be a theologian.  
He writes in Mere Christianity:  “Theology means ‘the 
science of God’, and I think any man who wants to think 
about God at all would like to have the clearest and most 
accurate ideas about Him which are available.  You are 
not children:  why should you be treated like children?”   
Unfortunately, Lewis was treated like a child.  With an 
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unstable childhood, and with little the guidance from his 
immediate parents, Lewis dreamed up imaginary worlds.  
This was perhaps accomplished to cope with grief that he 
would later observe.  As an adult it seems that Lewis was 
also criticized for his imagination.  His relationships with 
his friends were at times artificial.  It must have been 
painful for Lewis to learn of J.R.R. Tolkien’s views of his 
Christian writings.  Alan Jacobs in The Narnian records 
Tolkien’s disdain for Lewis’ apologetic writings:   
 
For more than he disagreed with any particular idea or element 
in Lewis’ writings, he repudiated the very idea of a layman 
serving as a popular apologist for the Christian faith.  What 
Lewis took upon himself was, in Tolkien’s judgment, none of 
Lewis’ business:  the defense of the Christian faith was the 
province of the ordained priesthood.  
 
The institution of Oxford did not appreciate Lewis’ work. 
Tolkien continued his criticism of Lewis saying “No 
Oxford don was forgiven for writings books outside his 
field of study—except for detective stories which dons, like 
everyone else, read when they are don with the flu’.”   
Perhaps it was jealousy that led to what many at Oxford 
saw as unforgivable—the writing of international best-
sellers of religious nature, by someone “outside” the field 
was wrong.  Diana Pavlac Glyer notes that “criticism of 
Lewis as a Christian apologist was widespread among 
academics in Oxford at the time.”   She further states 
“There is virtually unanimity that his religious writings 
were the reason.”  
 
Lewis defended his writings and interest in the 
theological academic forum.  He once addressed his 
critics saying “We have… learnt our dialectic in the rough 
academic arena where knocks that would frighten the 
London literary coteries are given and taken in good part; 
and even where you may think me something too pert 
you will not suspect me of malice.  If you honour me with 
a reply it will be kind; and then, God defend the right!”   
It seems amusing that those who criticized Lewis inspired 
his interest in God and theology.  The long “sessions” at 
the “Eagle and Child Pub,” where the “Inklings” met to 
discuss literature, allegory, and theology, only spawned 
Lewis interest in the subject.  Such an environment as 
Oxford was in essence the foundation of Lewis’ academic 
endeavours.  Not only did Oxford provide a place of 
debate, but it also encouraged Lewis’ Anglican roots to 
grow.  It is clear from much of his writings that Lewis 
approached his writings as any Anglican theologian 
would, that being based on scripture, reason, and 
tradition. 

Educated at Oxford Lewis was privileged to learn from 
some of the greatest thinkers of the early nineteenth 
century.  His time as an English professor at Magdalen 
College offered a space in which his thoughts could be 
explored.  Upon his conversion to Christianity, and his 
retreat from Roman Catholicism (to which his friend 
Tolkien subscribed too), Lewis entered into a life of 
penitence, discipline, and creativity.  His Anglican roots 
were fostered at Oxford as his prayer life began—a 
mandatory requirement at the ancient academy.  At 
Oxford, Lewis’ faith was formed, and within its hallowed 
halls his theological craft was sharpened by the numerous 
debates which took place at Magdalen College.   
 
While at Oxford, Lewis attended morning and evening 
prayer, as well as Compline at Holy Trinity Church.  He 
was however, not a traditional Anglican in the sense of 
piety.  Lee Gibbs writes that Lewis had great distain for 
people who made the sign of the cross, bowed at the altar, 
and addressed prayers to the Virgin Mary.  Upon his 
confirmation, Lewis increased the frequency of the 
Eucharistic meal to monthly a period and he also made 
regular confessions at the college church.   Yet he 
continued to peg himself in the middle of the road in 
terms of ecclesiology.  Gibbs again writes that Lewis 
“constantly tried to avoid anything that would classify 
him as Anglo-Catholic or evangelical or liberal.  He hated 
such terms and maintained that to say that one was high 
church or Low Church or broad church was to be 
wickedly schismatic.” 
   
Gibb also argues that Lewis’ Anglican tradition allowed 
him to put forth his theological views while at Oxford:  
“In his writings he turned for inspiration and guidance to 
the Bible and to the central tradition of the church, 
including the ecumenical creeds, the Church Fathers, 
The Book of Common Prayer…His distinctive 
combination of these particular theological traits squarely 
places him within the stream of Anglican thinkers…”   It 
seems that for Lewis, his Anglican tradition was essential 
to his Christian writings, as can be read in his novels.  
 
Lewis’ approach to his faith is clearly visible in his 
literature.  Even though he claims his novels are allegory, 
they still reek of theology.  What we gather from the 
novels including the Chronicles of Narnia, and the 
assumptions we place upon them as theological writings, 
are often in line with doctrine, reason, and of course 
theological critique.  Lewis’ approach to scripture was the 
same.  Lewis believed that the Word was inspired by God, 
yet he thought the New Testament was historically 
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accurate not in every detail but in its general outline.  In 
this vein, Lewis was in line with Richard Hookers’ 
thinking.  Hooker believed that scripture was the 
strongest proof of all.  In a humorous way, Lewis with his 
reading of Hooker may have tried to uphold his Anglican 
faith against Tolkien as Atkinson writes “it was necessary 
for Hooker to stress the full authority of Scripture 
because he was still maintaining the Church of England’s 
defense against the Church of Rome.”  

Lewis was a 
strong believer 
in myth.  His 
approach to 
the scriptures 
was based on 

historical 
criticism.  He 
believed that 
the Bible was 
inspired by 
God.  He 
particularly saw 
the use of 

scriptural 
interpretation 

in relation to 
literature.  

Lewis wrote 
“the earliest 

stratum of the Old Testament contains many truths in a 
form which I take to be legendary, or even 
mythical…things like Noah’s Ark or the sun standing still 
upon Ajalon.”   A pattern emerges with Lewis, scripture, 
and his Anglican tradition.  To highlight the importance 
of scripture, the supernatural tendencies of theology, and 
how it they played a role in Lewis’ creative imagination, 
one only needs to go so far as the “Inklings,” one of 
whom described Lewis’ living quarters:     
 
The other small room is Jack’s bedroom.  He sleeps here during 
term time, rising early on most mornings to go to college prayers 
before breakfast, or to Communion.  The bedroom is bare and 
looks a little like a monastic cell, for there is nothing in it besides 
a washstand with a jug and basin, a pile of books beside the bed.  
Yet those books include not just the Prayer Book and Bible but 
one of the Waverley novels, Trollope’s The Warden, and The 
Wind in the Willows.    
 
As can be believed, the renowned author of apologetic 
writing was in constant communication with scripture.  
So much so, that he may have fallen prey to what Hooker 

described as “constant state of spiritual torment because of 
scripture would begin to tease, perplex, ensnare and filled them 
with ‘infinite… scrupulosities, doubts insoluble, and extreme 
despairs.’”   Lewis constantly wrote theological works, and 
this was a criticism of the Oxford establishment.  
However, to calm his torment, and to retreat from myth, 
Lewis would turn to reason, a second theological trait of a 
true Anglican. 
 
C.S. Lewis in his writings argued that to believe in Jesus 
Christ and God, is not something that is based on faith, 
but rather reason.  A “leap of faith” was not necessary for 
Lewis, because to consider Christ, one only had to lend 
him or herself to moral reason.  Because God is “good’ 
then Christ must be true.  Lewis also sought it necessary 
to accept as true divine reason.  To worship God, was to 
believe in divine reason.  For Lewis, natural reason could 
not explain or account for the unknown.  For many 
Anglicans, an investigation of theological facts which are 
hinged on scripture is necessary to obtaining the truth 
about God.  Lewis’ writings delved deeply into the areas 
reason as is visible in his defense of God and Christianity 
in Mere Christianity and the Pilgrims Regress. 
 
While at Oxford, Lewis was beset by tradition.  Not only 
did he adhere to the customs of the academy, but he also 
upheld his theological writings in respect of the church 
tradition.  Lewis subscribed to both the Nicene and the 
Apostle’s creeds.  He also believed in the Thirty-Nine 
Articles of Religion.  His fierce debates and his reproach 
of Roman Catholicism were mostly based on his Anglo-
Catholic understanding of the Anglican Church.     
 
Armed with the understanding if scripture, reason, and 
tradition, Lewis would enter into dialogue through his 
writings (it is near impossible to cover such readings in 
this 
discourse), 
and in the 
public sphere.  
From 1942 to 
1954 Lewis 
was President 
of Oxford’s 
Socratic Club, 
which met 
every Monday 
during the academic term.  People crowded the halls to 
watch the debates, where there was usually standing room 
only.  Named in honour of Socrates who believed that 
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truth and knowledge were formed by two opposing views, 
Lewis debated Christian his viewpoint. On one occasion, 
legend tells the Lewis lost an argument with Elizabeth 
Anscombe, a Roman Catholic philosopher.  She 
challenged Lewis’ book Miracles, and said that 
Naturalism was “self-refuting.”  To be defeated by a 
female in the 1940s was something that a male was not 
able to live down.  It seems by accounts that Lewis was 
crushed.   
The university provides a place for growth.  Founded in 
1249, Oxford University is the oldest university in the 
English-speaking world.  It has provided the literary world 
with numerous alumni including J.R.R. Tolkien, Oscar 
Wilde, Lewis Carroll (an Anglican Priest), T.E. Lawrence 
and of course, C.S. Lewis.  The importance of the 
university and the role of the theology department has 
long been debate.  Does it exist on the same campus as 
with Geology?  Today, most theology departments are 
separated from larger institutions, whereas English and 
Math’s are taught in the academy.  However, for Lewis 
theology was important, and it was to be discussed.  It 
seems that if Lewis did not speak theology on campus, 
then he would do so at the pub.  However, his friends 
including Tolkien drifted off into the sunset during the 
latter part of Lewis’ stay at Oxford.  Yet, he still held onto 
a field which he believed was important.  Unfortunately 
Lewis never had the chance to become part of the 
establishment at Oxford. 
 
Because of jealousy, or politics Lewis never received a 
fellowship from his beloved Oxford.  Instead he became a 
fellow at Cambridge in 1953.  His work as an apologist 
was rewarded as he would later receive a Honourary 
Doctor of Divinity from the University of St. Andrews.  It 
seems that when Lewis retreated from Oxford, he was 
recognized as a theologian.  In his first letter to his dear 
friend Arthur Greeves, Lewis signs it “Yrs Jack, As from 
Magdalene College, Cambridge 30/10/55.”   The emphasis 
on the “e” speaks to the intense rivalry between Oxford 
and Cambridge, and perhaps Lewis’ liberation as a 
scholar who finally found a home to think theology freely.   
 
The Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms defines a 
theologian as “One who does theology or makes 
theological statements.”   Lewis did both.  I believe that 
Lewis was a man who constantly tried in vain to please his 
peers.  He wrote about things that he loved, and for his 
sacrifices, his professional friends were alienated, and they 
left his side.  Such a cutthroat academic environment that 
was founded on Anglican principles, speaks poorly to the 

Christian spirit and gospel.  This being said, there are 
those who believe in the spirit of Lewis’ writings.  Gibbs 
writes: 
 
His theology is practical and relevant… presenting it in a 
rational manner accompanied by a brilliant literary style, he 
takes his own distinctive place in that historical line of Anglican 
theologians.  … Lewis’ works have discovered and continue to 
discover the attraction of a theology which holds together so 
judiciously the claims of scripture, tradition, reason, individual 
religious experience, and ecclesiastical authority.  
 
Clive Staples Lewis was a man who required structure. 
Oxford, with its pubs and academic halls, provided this 
stability for Lewis.  At any given moment he could debate 
theological questions, whether it was with Tolkien, or the 
parish Priest.  For this, Lewis was a theologian, an 
apologist who subscribed to Anglican thought, and an 
author who included his doctrine of faith, reason, and 
scripture into his writings.  Finally, to not recognize Lewis 
as an Anglican theologian is quite hilarious. 
 

 
PARISH FINANCES TO DATE 2015: 

Received as of:  November 21, 2015 
CHURCH  TO DATE  YEAR 
St. James  $15,661.31  $26,848 
St. Marks  $21,000   $26,952 
St. Augustine’s     $8,000   $21,421 
St. Barnabas  $17,500   $21,028 
Christ Church  $ 9,500   $19,227 

 
This is the time of year when PAR – Pre-authorized 
remittance – really 
helps you and your 
church.  Ask your parish 
officers how to easily 
ensure that you have the 
satisfaction of knowing 
you are faithful and 
steady in giving financial 
support to your church. 
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PARISH SERVICE 

with Holy Communion 
December 13th 10:00am 

St. Augustine’s, Lake Echo  
 
 

CHRISTMAS AT THE BIRCHES 
December 10th 1:30pm 

 
featuring the residents of the Birches 

Please come and add to the wondeful atmosphere!  An 
annual tradition for our parish and community! 

   

 
St. Mark’s, 74 Myra Road 

Thursdays 9:30am  
 

 
We meet at 10:00am 
December 8th  St. Barnabas 
January 12th  Christ Church 

February 9th  St. Mark's 
March 8th  St. Augustine's 

April 12th  St. James 
May 10th  St. Barnabas 

 
We meet at 9:00am 
December 12th St. Mark's 

January 9th St. James 
February 13th St. Barnabas 
March 12th St. Augustine's 

April 9th St. Mark's 
May 14th St. Barnabas 

 
February 28th 10:00am 

St. James, Seaforth 
2015 Parish Annual General  

Meeting following worship service  
 Rev. Wagner Eucharist 

Rev. Lisa Vaughn preaching 
Meeting begins at 11:30am 

 



  

  11  

 

Sunday’s Scripture Readings 
 

Third Sunday of Advent - December 13, 2015  
   - Zephaniah 3:14-20 
   - Isaiah 12:2-6 Canticle  
   - Philippians 4:4-7 
   - Luke 3:7-18 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 20, 2015  
   - Micah 5:2-5 
   - Psalm 80:1-7 
   - Hebrews 10:5-10 
   - Luke 1:39-55 
 

Nativity of the Lord - December 24, 2015 
   - Isaiah 9:2-7 
   - Psalm 96 
   - Titus 2:11-14 
   - Luke 2:1-20 
 

First Sunday after Christmas Day - December 27, 2015 
   - 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
   - Psalm 148 
   - Colossians 3:12-17 
   - Luke 2:41-52 
 

Epiphany Sunday - January 3, 2016 
   - Isaiah 60:1-6 
   - Psalm 72:1-14 
   - Ephesians 3:1-12 
   - Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Baptism of the Lord - January 10, 2016 
   - Isaiah 43:1-7 
   - Psalm 29 
   - Acts 8:14-17 
   - Luke 3:15-22 
 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany - January 17, 2016 
   - Isaiah 62:1-5 
   - Psalm 36:5-10 
   - 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
   - John 2:1-11 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany - January 24, 2016 
   - Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
   - Psalm 19 
   - 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
   - Luke 4:14-21 
 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - January 31, 2016 
   - Jeremiah 1:4-10 
   - Psalm 71:1-6 
   - 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
   - Luke 4:21-30 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany - February 7, 2016 
   - Isaiah 6:1-13 
   - Psalm 138 
   - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
   - Luke 5:1-11 
 

Ash Wednesday - February 10, 2016 
   - Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  
   - Psalm 51:1-17 
   - 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
   - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

First Sunday in Lent - February 14, 2016 
   - Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
   - Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
   - Romans 10:8b-13 
   - Luke 4:1-13 

 
 
December 13th Hanging of the Greens Parish Service:  
10:00am St. Augustine’s (Rev. Wagner) 

 

December 20th Advent Four (Purple) 

9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Grainger)   
11:00am St. Barnabas (BAS, (Rev. Wagner) 
9:00am  Christ Church (BAS, Rev. Wagner) 
11:00am St. James (Lessons & Carols, Paul Tulk)  
11:00am St. Mark’s (Rev. Grainger) 
 

December 24th (Christmas Eve) (White) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Grainger) 
9:00pm St. Barnabas (Rev. Wagner) 
7:00pm Christ Church (Rev. Wagner) 
7:00pm St. James (Rev. Grainger)  
4:30pm St. Mark’s Children’s Nativity (Rev. Wagner) 
 

December 27th 1st Sunday after Christmas (White) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Grainger) 
11:00am St. Barnabas (Rev. Grainger) 
9:00am  Christ Church Morning Prayer (Peter Morgan)  

9:00am  St. James (Rev. Wagner) 
11:00am St. Mark’s (Rev. Wagner) 
 
 

January 3rd  Epiphany Sunday (White) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Wagner)  
11:00am  St. Barnabas   (Rev. Grainger)  
9:00am  Christ Church (Rev. Grainger)  
11:00am St. Mark’s   (BAS, Rev. Wagner)  

St. James No Service  
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January 10th  The Baptism of Our Lord (White) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Grainger)  
11:00am St. Barnabas   (BAS, Rev. Wagner)  
9:00am  Christ Church Morning Prayer (Peter Morgan) 

9:00am  St James   (Rev. Wagner)  
11:00am St. Mark’s (Rev. Grainger)  
 
January 17th  Epiphany 2 (Green) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s Morning Prayer (Heather Grainger) 

11:00am St. Barnabas   (Rev. Grainger)  
9:00am     Christ Church   (Rev. Wagner)   
9:00am  St. James   (Rev. Grainger) 
11:00am St. Mark’s (Rev. Wagner)  
 

January 24th  Epiphany 3 (Green) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s   (Rev. Wagner)  

St. Barnabas  No Service 
9:00am  Christ Church (BAS, Rev. Grainger)  
11:00am St James   (Rev. Wagner)  
11:00am St. Mark’s   (Rev. Grainger)  
 

January 31st  Epiphany 4 (Green) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s   (Rev. Wagner)  
11:00am St. Barnabas   (Rev. Grainger)  
9:00am  Christ Church   (Rev. Grainger)  
11:00am St James   (Rev. Wagner)  
11:00am St. Mark’s Morning Prayer (Paul Tulk) 
 

February 7th  Last Sunday after Epiphany (Green) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Grainger)  
11:00am St. Barnabas   (Rev. Wagner)  
9:00am  Christ Church   (Rev. Wagner)  

St. James No Service 
11:00am St. Marks   (BAS, Rev. Grainger)  
 

February 10th  (Ash Wednesday) 
10:00am     St.  Barnabas (Rev. Grainger)  
7:00pm      Christ Church (Rev. Wagner)  
 

February 14th  Lent One (Purple) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s (Rev. Wagner)  
11:00am St. Barnabas (BAS, Rev. Grainger)  
9:00am  Christ Church Morning Prayer (Peter Morgan) 

9:00am  St. James (Rev. Grainger)  
11:00am St. Mark’s (Rev. Wagner)  
 

February 21st  Lent Two (Purple) 
9:00am  St. Augustine’s Morning Prayer (Heather Grainger) 

11:00am St. Barnabas   (Rev. Wagner)  
9:00am  Christ Church (Rev. Wagner)   
9:00am  St. James (Rev. Grainger) 
11:00am St. Mark’s   (Rev. Grainger)  

February 28th  Lent Three PARISH SERVICE & AGM 
10am  St James (Rev. Wagner, Rev. Lisa Vaughn Preaching) 
 
 

Diocese: Parish Vitality Coordinator 
 
Our newly appointed Diocesan Parish Vitality 
Coordinator, The Rev’d. 
Lisa Vaughn, is available 
upon request to work 
with regions, parishes, 
groups of parishes, and 
lay and clergy leaders. 
This may be for general 
or specific consultation, 
training, and facilitation 
of processes to help 
congregations explore 
options. These may be 
focused on matters 
related to discipleship, 
leadership, healthy 
structures, and to help create Mission Action Plans 
(MAPs). A mission action plan encompasses a 
congregation’s resources and opportunities to help direct 
activities and decision-making towards a goal of growing 
missionally in their specific context. She can also offer 
referrals for resources and other supports (expertise). See 
the Facebook page “Parish Vitality Coordinator – Diocese 
of NS & PEI” for informative articles, inspiring quotes 
and Diocesan photos. 
 

 
 

http://giftsformission.anglican.ca/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://giftsformission.anglican.ca/
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Holy Communion Services (BCP) 

Carol Sing 30mins before service starts 
Christmas Eve 2015 

Thursday December 24th 

SERVICE TIMES: 

Christ Church  7:00pm Rev.  Wagner 
St. Augustine’s  9:00pm Rev. Grainger 
St. James’  7:00pm Rev. Grainger 
St. Mark’s  4:30pm Rev. Wagner 
St. Barnabas’  9:00pm Rev. Wagner 

 

The Gold and Ivory Tablecloth  
by Howard C. Schade  (Readers Digest, December 1954) 

 
 
The brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned to 
their first ministry, to reopen a church in suburban 
Brooklyn, arrived in early October excited about their 
opportunities. When they saw their church, it was very 
run down and needed much work. They set a goal to have 
everything done in time to have their first service on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
They worked hard, repairing pews, plastering walls, 
painting, etc, and on December 18 were ahead of 
schedule and just about finished. 

On December 19 a terrible tempest - a driving rainstorm 
hit the area and lasted for two days. 
 
On the 21st, the pastor went over to the church. His 
heart sank when he saw that the roof had leaked, causing 
a large area of plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off the 
front wall of the sanctuary just behind the pulpit, 
beginning about head high. 
 
The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not 
knowing what else to do but postpone the Christmas Eve 
service, headed home. 
 
On the way he noticed that a local business was having a 
flea market type sale for charity, so he stopped in. One of 
the items was a beautiful, handmade, ivory colored, 
crocheted tablecloth with exquisite work, fine colors and 
a Cross embroidered right in the center. It was just the 
right size to cover the hole in the front wall. He bought it 
and headed back to the church. 
 
By this time it had started to snow. An older woman 
running from the opposite direction was trying to catch 
the bus. She missed it. The pastor invited her to wait in 
the warm church for the next bus 45 minutes later. 
 
She sat in a pew and paid no attention to the pastor while 
he got a ladder, hangers, etc., to put up the tablecloth as a 
wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly believe how 
beautiful it looked and it covered up the entire problem 
area. 
 
Then he noticed the woman walking down the center 
aisle. Her face was like a sheet. "Pastor," she asked, "where 
did you get that tablecloth?" 
The pastor explained. The woman asked him to check the 
lower right corner to see if the initials, EBG were 
crocheted into it there. They were. 
 
These were the initials of the woman, and she had made 
this tablecloth 35 years before, in Austria. 
 
The woman could hardly believe it as the pastor told how 
he had just gotten "The Tablecloth". The woman 
explained that before the war she and her husband were 
well-to-do people in Austria. 
 
When the Nazis came, she was forced to leave. Her 
husband was going to follow her the next week. He was 
captured, sent to prison and never saw her husband or 
her home again. 
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The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she 
made the pastor keep it for the church. 
 

The pastor insisted on driving her home. That was the 
least he could do. 
 
She lived on the other side of Staten Island and was only 
in Brooklyn for the day for a housecleaning job. 
 
What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. 
The church was almost full. The music and the spirit were 
great. At the end of the service, the pastor and his wife 
greeted everyone at the door and many said that they 
would return. 
 
One older man, whom the pastor recognized from the 
neighborhood continued to sit in one of the pews and 
stare, and the pastor wondered why he wasn't leaving. 
 
The man asked him where he got the tablecloth on the 
front wall because it was identical to one that his wife had 
made years ago when they lived in Austria before the war 
and how could there be two tablecloths so much alike? 
 
He told the pastor how the Nazis came, how he forced his 
wife to flee for her safety and he was supposed to follow 
her, but he was arrested and put in a prison. He never 
saw his wife or his home again all the 35 years between. 
 
The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take him 
for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island and to the 
same house where the pastor had taken the woman three 
days earlier. 
 
He helped the man climb the three flights of stairs to the 
woman's apartment, knocked on the door and he saw the 
greatest Christmas reunion he could ever imagine. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Eastern Shore Anglican Regional 
Council Winter Clothing Drive for 
Refugees Coming to Nova Scotia 
 
Looking for:  New and gently used winter clothing 
and footwear suitable for men, women, children and 
babies (including diapers)  would be appreciateed. 
 
No household items can be accepted at this time due 
to lack of storage space.  Folks can arrange to pick up 
items from anyone who would have difficulty 
dropping off.   
 

Accepting donations until January 4, 2016 
 

Please contact Mickey Fee at 902-772-2512 or Sue 
Slauenwhite at 902-772-2199. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Elijah Wagner, smiling before the service starts!  
Thanks to Lisa Manninger for the photo (St. Mark’s) 
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The cast from the Case of the Missing Treasure 

 
THE CASE OF THE MISSING TREASURE 

Dessert Theatre 
 
To all the participants, actors, actress, set designers, food prep, bakers, box office folk, audio and lighting, to all 
the folks who made our Dessert Theatre a resounding success—THANK YOU!  We sold out both nights, 300 
tickets!  We are the talk of the town!  Some may not realize the hard work that it takes for the actors:  practices 
every week for months on end, yet it was worth every moment!  Below is a list of people who took part in this 
year’s play!  A special thank you to Cheryl MacLeod, Joanne Conrod, and Stan Christie for their dedication and 
hard work!  
 

THE CAST OF CHARACTERS:  Murray Conrod, Rev. Fred Grainger, Gloria Veinotte, Heather 
Grainger, Eleanor Nieforth, Rod Eastman, Cheryl MacLeod, Rev. Kyle Wagner, Lynn Gaetz, Kathy 
Shears, Stuart Ward, Janice Ward, Haley Moulton, Janice Nieforth  
 
PRODUCTION STAFF AND CREW:  Stan Christie, Miles Mosher & Doreen Mosher, Joanne Conrod, 
Linda Stevens, Cheryl MacLeod, Darren Anderson, George and Mae DeBellefeuille, Alec Ward 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  A special thank you to those folks who helped prepare the desserts.  Also thank you to 
the cleanup crew, and to the members of St. Genevieve’s Hall.  As well thanks to the Sea-Strings for their gift of 
music!  As well thank you to Tom Anderson for his gift of music!      
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PARISH CONTACTS 
 

Rector:  The Rev. Kyle Wagner, B.A., MDiv. 
Office:  53 Millside Drive, Porter’s Lake, B3E 1J4 
Office Phone: 827-2582  
Email:  seaforthrector@gmail.com  
Web:  www.parishofseaforth.ca 
Associate Priest:  Rev. Fred Grainger 
Sunday Bulletin:  Mrs. Heather Grainger 
PWRDF Representative:  Dr. Julie Wagner 
 

Parish Officers  
Warden: Joanne Conrod 829-2133 
Warden: Rod Eastman 482-0765 
Parish Treasurer: Cheryl MacLeod 827-5144 
Parish Secretary: Heather Grainger 829-2979 
 

Christ Church, Lower East Chezzetcook 
Warden:  Dr. Ruth Martin-Misener 827-2960 
Secretary:  Debbie Doucette 827-2438         
Treasurer:   Valerie Wallace-Rodman 827-3940     
Cemetery:  Doug Bethune 827-2169             
 

St Barnabas’, Head Chezzetcook 
Warden: Phyllis Keizer 827-2796 
Warden: Murray Conrod 827-2201 
Treasurer: Paula Crawford 221-0046 
Cemetery: Murray Conrad 827-2201 
 

Saint Mark’s, Porters Lake 
Warden: Carrie Croucher 827-3134 
Treasurer:  Mae deBellefeuille 827-2519 
Cemetery: Max White 827-3849 
 

Saint James, Seaforth 
Warden: Rod Eastman 482-0765 
Warden: Christopher Nieforth 827-2437 
Treasurer: Diane Hicks 827-3856 
Cemetery:   Troy Nieforth 827-2818 
 

Saint Augustine’s, Lake Echo  
Warden: Heather Grainger 829-2979        
Warden: Stuart Ward 827-5533 
Treasurer: Linda McKay 883-9520 
  
 

 
 

 
 

The Last Word: 
 

 
 

 

For winter 2016:  February 14th  To put notices in the bulletin please contact 
Heather Grainger at 902-829-2979.   
Or email: graingerhf@gmail.com 
 

mailto:seaforthrector@gmail.com
http://www.parishofseaforth.ca/
mailto:graingerhf@gmail.com

